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        Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

DOCTRINE AND THEOLOGY

II.  THE DOCTRINE OF GOD
Scriptural Basis:  Genesis 1-3; Isaiah 40: 18-31; John 1:1-3; Romans 9
Introduction
The world is divided today not so much by geographical boundaries as by religious and cultural traditions, by people’s most deeply held beliefs—by worldviews!  We’d naturally think that this clash is between the worldviews of the western world, the Islamic world, and the Confucian East.  But the major challenge of our day is Theism vs. naturalism.  Theism is the belief that there is a transcendent God who created the universe; naturalism is the belief that nature is all there is and that life arose from a chance collision of atoms, evolving eventually into life and human life as we know it today.

Does a God exist or is nature all that exists?  Has God spoken and revealed who He is and His truth to us, or is truth something we have to find or invent for ourselves and do all religious roads lead to Him?  Is there a purpose to our lives, or are we cosmic accidents emerging from the slim?

To answer these questions we will examine the Christian’s claim about God.
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     I.  
KNOWING GOD AS YOUR FATHER












A. What proof is there that God exists?

1.  The Natural Arguments

· Cosmological argument- Psa. 19:1
· Teleological argument- Rom. 1:18-20
· Moral argument- Acts 17:24-29
2. The Biblical Arguments

· Special Revelation – Heb. 1:1-3
· The person/work of Jesus Christ – Jn. 1:1-3, 14
B. What is God Like?
1.  Non-Moral Attributes – nothing in creation resembles it.

· Sovereign- Isa. 10:5-8


· Eternal – Isa. 44:6
· Omniscient – Heb. 4:13



· Omnipresent- Psa. 139:7-12
· Omnipotent – Jer. 32:27


· Immutable – Mal. 3:6
2.  Moral Attributes – evident in His creation

· Righteous – Deut. 32:4



· Just – II Tim. 4:8
· Love – I Jn. 3:16
· Veracity – Isa. 45:19



C. Why do we call God:  “Our Father’?  Rom. 8:14-16
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II. KNOWING GOD AS THE SON, YOUR SAVIOR AND LORD
A.  Who is Jesus?

1. As fully God, He revealed what God is like. Jn. 17:5; 5:18;1:1-3,14
2. As fully man, He revealed man as He ought to be. Phil. 2:5-8
B. What did Jesus do?








1. In His life. I Cor. 15:45-50
2. In His death  Luke 24:27, 44
3. In His resurrection  Eph. 1:19-22
4. In His ascension  Eph. 1:20-23
III.       KNOWING GOD AS THE SON, YOUR SAVIOR AND LORD
A. Who is the person of the Spirit?  John 14:14-17
B. Why the power of the Spirit?  Titus 3:5
C. What is the purpose of the Spirit?  John 16:7, 13
IV.      KNOWING GOD AS THE TRIUNE GOD: FATHER, SON, HOLY SPIRIT
A. The Biblical evidence  Gen. 1:26; Isa. 6:8, Matt. 28:19
B. The practical reality
